[Three toddlers with a swelling in the neck].
Three children, a girl aged 2.5 years and two boys aged 2 and 3 years respectively, presented with unilateral cervical lymphadenitis. The first patient had acute bacterial lymphadenitis due to group A Streptococcus, characterised by a painful cervical swelling of acute onset. The second patient had painless cervical lymphadenitis caused by Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare, which drained spontaneously. The third patient developed a non-tender, cervical swelling within a day. He too was systemically ill with fever and a headache. The lymphadenitis was caused by Bartonella henselae. After drainage, dissection and/or antibiotic therapy, all three recovered. A cervical mass in a young child is most frequently caused by an infectious lymphadenopathy. It rarely represents a malignant or other systemic disease. In many cases the diagnosis of infectious lymphadenitis can be made on the basis of the case history and clinical characteristics. However, when malignancy cannot be excluded tissue examination is always indicated.